Advanced Placement Environmental Science

Mrs. Tara Moran     tmoran@cvs.k12.mi.us
(586) 723-2539

Course Description:
The AP Environmental Science (APES) course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester, introductory college course in environmental science. By signing up for this course, I know you come prepared to work hard and with integrity until the end of the school year.  Unlike most other college introductory-level science courses, environmental science incorporates several different disciplines including geology, biology, environmental studies, environmental science, chemistry, geography, political science, sociology, psychology, and economics.           

We will begin with an intense look at the science that guides our environment, ecology.  We will study the relationships between living things and their environments, the impact of humans on that environment, and how humans are working to live more sustainably.  In both breadth and level of detail, the content of the course reflects what is found in many introductory college courses in environmental science.  

The AP EXAM: 
The Exam will be administered Monday May 3rd.  It is my expectation that students enrolled in APES will take this exam; make the commitment to be successful! Registration on College Board no later than October 1st
The APES exam is three hours in length and consists of two parts: a multiple choice section comprised of 100 questions and forming 60% of the grade, and a free-response section comprised of four questions and forming 40% of the grade.  The multiple choice section is designed to cover the breadth of your knowledge and understanding of environmental science and includes thought-provoking problems and questions based on fundamental ideas from environmental science as well as questions based on the recall of basic facts and major concepts.  The free-response section emphasizes the application of principles in greater depth; you will need to organize answers to broad questions, demonstrating reasoning and analytical skills, as well as the ability to synthesize material from several sources into cogent and coherent essays.

Assignments:
Class Assignments

Class assignments will include daily homework, team projects, research, reading, and written homework.  Scientists and environmental professionals are expected to present their work products in a timely, neat, accurate and well-organized fashion, and you will be expected to do the same in this course.  Work must be in the day it is due, or 10% will be deducted for each day late.  My focus is for you to learn…so you may REVISE and REDO any and all turned in assessments at any time throughout the semester to better improve your grade and understanding of the concept. No extra credit can be received with missing assignments.
 
Laboratory Experiments and Field Investigations:

These provide opportunities to learn about our environment through firsthand observations, to test concepts and principles which have been introduced in class, to explore specific issues and problems in greater depth, and to gain an awareness of the importance of confounding variables which exist in the real world.  Investigations will be diverse and will invite students to think critically, to observe environmental systems, to develop and conduct well-designed experiments, to utilize appropriate techniques and instrumentation, to analyze and interpret data, including statistical and graphical presentations to think analytically and apply concept to the solution of environmental problems, to form conclusions and to evaluate their quality and validity, to propose further questions for study and to communicate accurately and meaningfully about observations and conclusions.

Grading Scale:  Grades will be weighted so that tests and projects will constitute 60% of the grade and homework and other assignments will make up the other 40%. This course will use the standard grading scale (plus and minus grades will exist)
A = 90-100%




B = 80-90%

C = 70-80%
D = 60-70%

F = <60%

Materials You Need:

Binder with dividers for each chapter or unit

Loose-leaf paper/notebook

Your preferred writing utensil

Colored Pencils/pens

Highlighter
AP Environmental Science Review Book (I recommend the Princeton Review) (optional)

Class Policies

Trips out of class:  You should come to class prepared.  This means bringing all materials including student ID, books, binders, pens, pencils, and lab materials when they are needed and taking care of personal business before the bell rings.  Passes to lockers, rest room, guidance, main office will be given out sparingly so please use them wisely.

Attendance:  This is a college course and your attendance is expected and required.  If you are absent due to unforeseen circumstances, please use all of your resources to find out what work you have missed located on Schoology and/or my website.  This includes information on the agenda board, classmates, and teacher.  I expect you to make up all assignments missed in a timely fashion.  
Integrity:  I expect each and every one of you to give your best effort in this class.  It is important to me that if nothing else, you are decent human beings.  This includes, but is not limited to, being prepared for class, participating in discussions and activities, respecting fellow classmates, and academic integrity including no plagiarizing, cheating, or skipping class.  You will know due dates and exam dates well in advance.  It is important that you are in class and prepared on these dates, as it is for every class meeting.  Skipping class on due dates or copying other people’s work will result in a zero on that assignment, exam or other work.  Any loss of integrity will result in disciplinary action.

Extra Credit: Periodically there will be enrichment offered during the year. You will only be able to receive extra points for this work if all of your assignments have been handed in. Any zeros in the gradebook will revoke any extra credit points you have earned.
Cell Phones: Phones go into caddy on test days
