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Usable Water is Rare

70% of  Earth’s surface is covered by 

water. 

Out of the fresh water (2.8%), ¼ is underground.  Remaining ¾’s is mostly in ice and glacier form.

Less than 1% of all water is accessible for use by humans….20% of fresh water is located in our GREAT LAKES



The available freshwater is located in the great lakes (20%); however, we can also 

find it in other lakes, streams, or river…



Early in 2020, more than 2,141,668,773 tons of 

freshwater had already been used worldwide.



Water may be extracted, used, recycled (or returned to rivers or aquifers) and reused several 

times over.  

Consumption is final use of water, after which it can no longer be reused.  

Extractions have increased at a much faster rate is an indication of how much more intensively we 

can now exploit water. 

Only a fraction of water extracted is lost through evaporation. 

Evolution of  Global water use…Withdrawal, Consumption and Waste by Sector

Water consumption in developed countries (500-800L/day) is about 6x greater than in 

developing countries (60-150L/day)



2024



WAR OF WATER: FUTURE OF WATER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4URapRHxsmE


Freshwater water problems 

10 Countries That Use the 

Most Water annually: 

China – 362 trillion gallons

United States – 216 trillion 

Brazil – 95 trillion gallons

Russia – 71 trillion gallons

Mexico – 53 trillion gallons

India – 30 trillion gallons

England – 20 trillion gallons

France – 20 trillion gallons

Canada – 19 trillion gallons

Australia – 12 trillion gallons

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNOc7mHr5gI&t=8s


2020



Two billion people do not 
currently have safe drinking 
water and 3.6 billion lack 
access to safely managed 
sanitation

By 2050, the number of 
people in cities facing water 
scarcity is projected to nearly 
double from 930 million 
people in 2016 to up 
to 2.4 billion

World Water Day (Water for 
Peace), held on March 22 
every year, is an annual 
United Nations Observance 
focusing on the importance 
of freshwater, raising 
awareness





FACTS
• ACCORDING TO USGS, EVERY PERSON (US) SPENDS BETWEEN 80 AND 100 GALLONS OF 

WATER DAILY GLOBALLY (INDOOR USE ONLY). 

• AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD (FAMILY OF 4) IN THE US USES ~ 400 GALLONS OF WATER EVERY DAY 

(30% OF THIS AMOUNT IS USED OUTSIDE THE HOUSE). U.S. CONSUMES 322 BILLION 
GALLONS OF WATER PER DAY AND THE MAJORITY IS USED FOR IRRIGATION, 
THERMOELECTRIC POWER, AND PUBLIC SUPPLY.

• AN AVERAGE AMERICAN HOUSEHOLD CAN WASTE ABOUT 9,400 GALLONS OF WATER YEARLY 

DUE TO HOUSEHOLD LEAKS (ACCORDING TO THE EPA, AMERICAN FAMILIES WASTE UP TO 180 

GAL/WEEK)

• PEOPLE BUY AROUND A MILLION PLASTIC BOTTLES EVERY MINUTE, MOST OF WHICH ARE 

WATER BOTTLES (CONSUMPTION OF WATER BOTTLES, US IS 4TH… MEXICO & THAILAND HAD 

THE HIGHEST, ITALY WAS SECOND…600 MILLION HOUSEHOLD CONSUMED BOTTLED WATER IN 

2022, 1 MILLION BOTTLES/MINUTE. CONTINUES TO GROW BY 5% ANNUALLY)

• IF YOU JUST TURN OFF THE TAP WHILE SHAVING OR BRUSHING YOUR TEETH, YOU COULD 

CONSERVE ALMOST 5,700 GALLONS OF WATER ANNUALLY.
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